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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication received on 27 December 
2005. 

2. Claims 4, 21-34, 38-57 and 59 are cancelled. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-20, 35-37, 58 and 60-75 are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Specification 

5. The textual portion of the specification is replete with grammatical and idiomatic 
errors too numerous to mention specifically. The specification should be revised 
carefully. 

6. The applicant should use this period for response to thoroughly and very closely 
proof read and review the whole of the application for correct correlation between 
reference numerals in the textual portion of the Specification and Drawings along with 
any minor spelling errors, general typographical errors, accuracy, assurance of proper 
use for Trademarks ™, and other legal symbols ®, where required, and clarity of 
meaning in the Specification, Drawings, and specifically the claims (i.e., provide proper 
antecedent basis for "the" and "said" within each claim). Minor typographical errors 
could render a Patent unenforceable and so the applicant is strongly encouraged to aid 
in this endeavor. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the 
Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a 
U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, 
the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- 
AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

8. Claims 1-3, 5-20, 35-37, 58 and 60-75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Wong et al. U.S. patent # 6,968,364 B1. 

9. As to claim 1 , Wong teaches substantially the invention as claimed, including a 
computer-implemented method comprising: 

providing an Application Program Interface (API) that, in operation, permits data 
retrieved from at least one database concerning the media-based device to fit a format 
associated with the web portal (Fig. 3, API 300; Figs. 1, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35- 
col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27)] 
receiving a user request from the user (Fig. 3, API 300; Figs. 1, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, 
line 35 - col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 
27)] and 

in response to the user request, initiating at least one API routine to retrieve from the at 
least one database the data concerning the media-based device, the at least one 



Application/Control Number: 09/925,109 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2142 

database being in communication with the media-based device through a network (Fig. 
3, API 300; Figs. 1, 9-1 1, Abstract col.3, line 35 - col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - coL 
16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - co/. 28, line 27). 

10. As to claim 2, Wong teaches transmitting to the user information in accordance 
with the retrieved data (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, 
line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 

11. As to claim 3, Wong teaches wherein the web portal is a web server executing a 
web hosted application (Fig. 1B, col. 9, line 21 - col. 11, line 20). 

12. As to claim 5, Wong teaches, wherein the user request is in HTTP command 
format (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 -col. 16, 
line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 

13. As to claim 6, Wong teaches, wherein the information in accordance with the 
retrieved data is transmitted in XML format (col. 14, lines 51-61). 

14. As to claim 7, Wong teaches, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device comprises a channel line up corresponding to the media-based device (Figs. 1, 
3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 - col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, 
line 8 -col. 28, line 27). 

15. As to claim 8, Wong teaches, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device further comprises an electronic program guide based on the media-based 
device's channel line up within a specified period of time (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, 
col.3, line 35 - col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, 
line 27). 
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16. As to claim 9, Wong teaches, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device further comprises a list of shows within the media-based device's channel lineup 
corresponding to certain value of at least one specified show attribute (Figs. 1, 3, 9-1 1, 
Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, tine 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - 
col. 28, line 27). 

17. As to claim 10, Wong teaches, wherein the at least one specified show attribute 
concerns show titles (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, 
line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 

18. As to claim 1 1 , Wong teaches, wherein the at least one specified show attribute 
concerns actors (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 
- col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 

19. As to claim 12, Wong teaches, wherein the at least one specified show attribute 
concerns Motion Picture Association's movie ratings (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, 
line 35 - col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 
27). 

20. As to claim 1 3, Wong teaches, wherein the at least one specified show attribute 
concerns show descriptions (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; 
col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 

21 . As to claim 14, Wong teaches, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device comprises values of show attributes of a specified show within the media-based 
device's channel lineup (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, 
line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 
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22. As to claim 15, Wong teaches, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device comprises a list of shows recorded by the media-based device (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, 
Abstract, col.3, line 35 - col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - 
col. 28, line 27). 

23. As to claim 16, Wong teaches, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device comprises a list of shows scheduled to be recorded by the media-based device 
(Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 
62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 

24. As to claim 17, Wong teaches, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device comprises a list of requests to the media-based device for recording specified 
shows (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 -col. 16, 
line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 

25. As to claim 18, Wong teaches, wherein the at least one database includes a box 
profile database containing profile of the media-based device, the box profile database 
being communicatively coupled with the media-based device (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, 
col.3, line 35 - col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, 
line 27). 

26. As to claim 19, Wong teaches, wherein the at least one database includes an 
electronic program guide database (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 
58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 

27. As to claim 20, Wong teaches, wherein the at least one database includes a box 
transaction database containing information relating to shows recorded or scheduled to 
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be recorded by the media-based device, and relating to requests to the media-based 
device for recording specified shows, the box transaction database being 
communicatively coupled with the media-based device (Figs. 1, 3, 9-1 1, Abstract, col.3, 
line 35 - col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 
27). 

28. Claim 35 has similar limitations of claiml ; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 1 . 

29. Claims 36-37 have similar limitations of claims 2-3; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2-3. 

30. As to claim 58, Wong teaches a computer program stored on a computer 
readable medium and executed by a processor for enabling a user to remotely control a 
media-based device and to access related information at a web portal, comprising: 
program code for retrieving from at least one database data concerning the media- 
based device, in response to a function call received through a network (Figs. 1, 3, 9- 
11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 
8 -col. 28, Iine27)\ and 

program code for transmitting to the network information in accordance with the 
retrieved data, the program code being transmitted to an Application Program Interface 
(API) that enables the web portal to receive an integrated presentation of the media- 
based device (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 - 
col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 
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31 . As to claim 60, Wong teaches a computer-implemented method stored as a 
program on a computer readable medium and executed by a processor for enabling a 
user to remotely control a media-based device and to access related informationfrom a 
web portal, the method comprising: 

receiving at the web portal an integrated presentation of the media-based device from 
an Application Program Interface (API) (Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, 
line 58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 16, line 62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27) 
receiving an instruction to manipulate data concerning the media-based device; and 
in response to the instruction to manipulate data, initiating at least one API routine to 
interact with at least one database data concerning the media-based device, the at least 
one database being in communication with the media-based device through a network 
(Figs. 1, 3, 9-11, Abstract, col.3, line 35 -col. 4, line 58; col. 13, line 63 -col. 16, line 
62; col. 23, line 8 - col. 28, line 27). 

32. Claims 61-75 have similar limitations of claims 5, 7-20; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 5, 7-20. 

33. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901 . The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 



